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In the beginning the earth was void and without form.
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On the second day
God spoke again,
and the heavens
were created and
separated from
the earth. The skg,
clouds and the
expanse  appeared
|| over the earth.
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On the third day...

Let the
waters be divided,
and let the dry
land appear-.

14 v
And instantly trees and vires, all full
of sweet, delicious fruit, sprang up
in abundance all over the earth.

And let the earth
spring forth with green
grass and herbs and
fruit trees.

S ~——
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On the fourth dag, God spoke again.

Let there be a sun to
govern the daytime and a moon
to watch over the night.

And at that moment, God set time
in motion, dags and nights, weeks,
months and years. And then He
created the stars to adorn and
decorate the night sku.
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On the fifth dag, God spoke and the
air apove the water was suddenly
filed wiith birds of all kinds.
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| the waters began
teeming with newly
o created life.
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; As night ebbed and the sun rose on the
sixth day, God's gaze fell on the dry land.

Let there be cattle and

creeping things and beasts
according to their own kind.

Animals appeared all over
the earth—hundreds
species growing out of God’s
huge, creative imagination.

ELEPHANTS

God was pleased with His creation. So far.
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Then, saving the best for last...

Let Us make man in Our own
image. He'll be like Us, and Well give
him rulership over the earth.

)
\ He will rule over and care for the

plants, forests, oceans and animals, all
of creation, in partnership with Me.
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I'm sad about what mankind has
done to P’B creation and to each other.
I'm going to destroy the world.
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will spare.

I want you to build
an ARK,a HUGE boat, so
that when I flood the |- —X¥ 1

earth, you wil be safe. =

=z B

Since Noah had never
built a boat before, he
needed some help. So,
God told him exactly
how to build it.
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This is how I want you to build the ark,

It must be
300 cubits long,
50 cubits wide, and
30 cubits high.

Make it with lower, middle, and
upper decks. Build a roof on it,
and put a door on the side.

300 CoBITS

o ——ee

\ 1 Cubit =18 inches (

For I am going to flood the
earth and wash away al that is
in it. But you and your family

M, Wil be safe and dry on the ark.
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family

his

and
worked  together every
ark. And their work did

day to finish building the
not go unnoticed...

Noah

f -
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Meanwhile, back in the desert, it was an
ordimrg dag as Moses climbed Mount Horeb
with his sheep, looking for good pasture land.

4 something? /

wrong? Did
you f ind
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7/ I've heard the cries of My
7 [ people in Egypt. Im sending help

to deliver them from the harsh
slavery theg’ve experienced
all these years.

That’s good, Lord. I'm
s0 glad You're finally
going to help them.

Yes, and I want YOU
to be the one who
rescues them.
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Besides, I can't
speak very well.

I wouldn't

N )
)| krow what to ¥
m’g do. I wouldn't /

" know what

Il be with your mouth, and Tl
even send your brother Aaron with

Even though Moses
You 50 you won't be alone. | was  scared  and

hesitant, God was
steadfast — He had
chosen Moses, and he

was the one who was

going to lead Israel
out of slavery.
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As Samson grew,
he found himself
in battle with |—
the Philistines on |y
more than ohe
occasion. Once, he
kiled 30 OF THEM
over a bet!

The Philistines
were furious
with Samson, so

they invaded The Jews were o | ..

the land of scared of the Philistines

Israel to hunt || || that they happily ¢

him down. handed Samson over to [~ & ¢
‘| the invaders. G

But as theg led him
( away, the Spirit of God
came upon Samson...
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FinaHg, Samson gave in.
JEEEERNENNEENE NN NN NNENEERRREE

Please, Samson! Where does
your strength come from? |

\\ ‘v[ T ‘U
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OKAY!
Okay, Il
tell you.

And I promised never to cut
my hair. If my hair is ever
cut, Tl become weak just
like every other man.

I took a vow many
years ago to follow
God as a Nazarite.
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Samson, wake up! The

Philistines are upon you again!




Gee,

o

why isn't anyone
out there fighting?
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1 eldest brother.
\

Eliab was David’s
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Father asked
me to bring you
guys some food
and supplies.
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onlg came
to see the
battle!

Don't lie to us,
you little punk!
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Send out
your best
man to
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If he kills me, all of us
will be your slaves. But,
if 1 kill him...

\
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Al of YOU will
be our slaves!

Are you kidding?
He's almost ten feet tall!
And his armor weighs over
one hundred pounds!

/\»Ihg won't anyone go fight
¥’chat loudmouthed bully!

I've heard King Saul is offering ? Yeah, like
huge reward to the man‘who will anyone here is
N P down and face Goliath. foolish enough to
J ‘ try that, Ha!
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Several days later, just before nightfall, the weary [Pav
travelers entered the little vilage of Bethlehem.

We have several relatives
here, Mary. Soon youll get to
lie down in a real bed.

But it was not to be.

L AN v 1]

There's no room
for you here.

There are no vacancies. We even i
have people sleeping on the roof!
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0 Lord, have
we made a mistake?
Should we have defied

the Romans and
stayed home?

He deserves to be in a palace in a
warm bed with servants all around
to tend to His every need.

Your Son deserves so
much more than this.

But look at us, All —— — Even so, this
we have to give Him —~ L= U =f was all part of
is this messy stable. A= -§ -7 J God’s plan for
= | His Son. Jesus
was going to be
M a different

| kind of King.
£ Humble, gentle—
==- a servant.
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The angel told us that
this Baby was God’s
Anointed, a Savior who

would save us from all
\S of our sins!

' Thank You, Father, for giving
us this encouragement.

For the
shepherds
said exactly
what You've
been telling
us all these
months. And 1
was beginning
to forget.

This is what
You had planned
all along, isn't it?
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A GIFT for you,
0 GREAT ONE!

It was the custom |/
for the condemned
prisoner to carry
his own cross up
{ to the place of

execution. In this |7
"7\ case, Golgotha, the [/
place of the skull.
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For over three long
hours Jesus hung on
the cross until...

MY GOD, MY GOD,
Whg have You
abandoned Me?
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